(Approx. 563 words)

Linux Magazines
By Cal Esneault, Former President and leader of many Open Source Workshops & SIGS,  Cajun Clickers Computer Club, LA

November 2013 issue, Cajun Clickers Computer News

www.clickers.org

ccnewsletter (at)cox.net

Since Linux is not as commonly used as some other computer operating systems, users frequently resort to online sources for instructional information. Although easy to find, typical research often ends with information having a question and answer format  focusing on isolated issues. A magazine format can give a broader view without being long or technically complicated. Two suggestions for free, online magazines for users are PCLinuxOS Magazine and Full Circle Magazine.   
PCLinuxOS is a PC operating system with a KDE 4 desktop environment that was started by Bill Reynolds ("Texstar") in Houston, TX. It has an open-source "community" operation that publishes its own magazine. There is a lot of emphasis for new users transitioning from other operating systems. Many technical articles stick to a moderate length, and there is a lot of "fun" content (such as food recipes, screen shots of  customized desktops, reader feedback, etc.).  
Below are a few of the article topics covered in the last three issues of the PCLinuxOS magazine:

Xfce User Tips and Tweaks (Parts 1,2, & 3) 

Password Security Revisited 

OpenVPN: Other VPN Services 

LibreOffice Tips & Tricks (Parts 1,2, & 3)

Inkscape: Holiday Tree; Torn Paper Effect 

Undo Gmail's Latest "Enhancements" 

Backup Your Gmail Account With getmail 

GIMP Tutorial: Masks Explained 

Game Zone: Sacred Citadel 

Linux vs. Windows

Testimonials from veteran PCLinuxOS users

Gramps genealogy program

Screenshot Showcase
Full Circle Magazine covers Ubuntu and its derivatives (Xubuntu, Lubuntu, Edubuntu, etc.), but it is not associated with Canonical Ltd, the commercial sponsors of Ubuntu. It has many recurring feature topics (news, ask the new guy, software reviews, command line skills, etc.) and usually has more than 50 pages of content.  For the most part, it relies on volunteer writers, There is also an associated podcast available. Note: the title Full Circle is in reference to the Ubuntu logo.

This magazine also carries well detailed multi-part articles about  a few of the more popular software titles.Examples include LibreOffice, Inkscape, Blender, Python, and GIMP.  There are sometimes special editions of concentrated compilations of these articles.
Examples of  special issues are  three special issues for LibreOffice, two special issues for Inkscape, and 6 special issues for Python (see the September 2013 main magazine issue for details). Since most of the software with multi-article coverage is cross-platform and can run on most operating systems (Linux, Mac OS, Windows OS), these articles should be of interest to almost any computer user.

Both magazines are published monthly. PCLinuxOS Magazine started in September of 2006 and is now at issue 80. Full Circle Magazine started in May of 2007 and is now at issue 77. Both can keep you up to date on news, software, and hardware related to Linux. In addition, you can get any of the past issues in PDF format from their archives without cost. These archives provide a huge resource of detailed information written in a style friendly to the average user.

These magazines are excellent examples of the way the open-source community works to share the knowledge about free computer software. Even if you do not currently use a Linux OS, browsing these magazines will give you a quick view of what open source software is all about.
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